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the invocation.

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Go od morning, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the
George W. Norris Legislative Chamber. We have w ith us this
morning as our chaplain of the day, Pastor Charles Tyler of the
A l len Ch ape l A .M . E . Church in Omaha. Would you please r i se f o r

PASTOR TYLER: ( Prayer o f f e r e d .)

PRESIDENT: Pas t o r Ty l er , thank you. We app reciate i t t h i s
morning . Ro l l ca l l , p l ease . Record, Mr . C e r k .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . Any corrections to the Journal' ?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Do y ou h av e any messages , r ep o r t s or announcements?

CLERK: One item, a report received from the Nebraska Energy
Office required to be filed wi h the Clerk's Office pursuant to
statute and tha t wil l be on f i l e i n my of f i c e , Mr . Pr e s i d en t .
That's all that I have.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you .
Resolu t i o n s , LR 396.

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , LR 396 was a resolution introduced by
S enator Wese l y . It's found on page 1602 of the Journal. It
asks that th e mo n th of April be pro claimed as Child Abuse

PRESIDENT: Th a n k you . Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: F i n e . I was talking t o Sen ator Hannib a l .
Mr. President, memb ers, I a ppreciate the opportunity to
i n t r o d uce L R 3 9 6 , recognizing this as child abuse month. Chi l d
Abuse Pr eve n t i on Month i s r ecog n i z e d d u r i n g A pr i l , a nd I h a v e
passed out for you an article that came out t h i s mo r n i n g i n the

t h in k i t h i gh l i gh t s ag ai n f o r t he gen er a l p ub l i c t he c onc er n
there is and the desire to deal with the problem of child abuse.
As you can see from the chart that I' ve passed out, w e have s e e n

We' l l mo ve on to Legislative

Pr..vention Month.
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please.

an explosion in child abuse complaints and investigations in
this state. We' ve gone from something around less than 2,000 in
1977 to close to 8,000 in 1985, a quadrupling of investigations
in child abuse. I don't think we can assume from that that
we' ve had four times as much cases of child abuse. We simply
have become more aware and less tolerant of child abuse in thi s
state so we are now trying to take the steps necessary to deal
with that problem all the way from increasing the n umber o f
workers investigating complaints to increasing the attorneys in
the Attorney General's Office to prosecute t hese ch i l d abuse
complaints. I t hink this Legislature has shown its compassion
and concern for the children of this state in objection and
opposition to the abuse of those children,and I am ve ry pr o u d
of this Legislature for that. There i s anot h e r han d ou t I' ve
passed out about child abuse prevention month,and I a l s o wa n t
o say that this is the Week of the Young Child. In fact, in
about 45 minutes there will be a parade and a ce r emony o ut o n
the steps of the Capitol recognizing this as the Week of the
Young Child so i t 's most appropriate that today we recognize
Child Abuse Prevention Nonth and the Week of t he Y o un g Ch i l d .
Urge your support for the resolution.

PRESIDENT: Than k you . Any further discussion'? If not, the
question is the adoption of the resolution. All in favor vote
a ye, opposed nay . Rec o rd , N r . C le r k , p l ea s e .

C LERK: 1 7 a y e s , 0 n a y s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , o n adopt i o n o f L R 3 9 6 .

PRESIDENT: The resolution i s adopted . Nov e o n t o LR 397,

CLERK: LR 397, Nr. President, is found on p age 1629 o f t he
J ournal . The Na t u r a l Res o u r ces Committee, it asks the
Legislature to urge Congress to support and advance the electric
power industry clean air alternative which is supported b y t h e
Nebraska Power Association and the nation's electrical utility

PRESIDENT: Sen a t or Lamb, a re y ou go i ng t o handle ' th i s
resolution, or Senator Norrissey? Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Yes, Nr. President. This is the resolution which
was proposed because of the problems that federal regulators are
putting on our electric industry in this state. And, bas i c a l l y ,
it boils down to the fact that Nebraska has clean air already,

i ndus t r y .
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its adoption as well.

There may be a little fine tuning that needs to be adjusted but
I will support the Warner amendment.

P RESIDENT: Than k y o u . Senator Smith, your light is on but it
was on before. All right, thank you. Senator Hall, did you
wish to talk about the Warner amendment?

S ENATOR HALL: Tha n k y ou , Nr . P r e s i d ent , a nd members. N y o n l y
question, I am sure that the amendment is germane to t he bi l l ,
the question is, I guess, whether it is germane to the committee
amendments, but I don't see any ...and they both deal with the
tax. The one...the committee amendments don't deal with the
issue of the trust fund or the commissioner in terms of the
estimates, but it is Senator Schmit's bill and I don't have any
problem with the amendment, whether it be to the bill or to the
committee amendments. So I would support the adoption. There
was this issue touched on in the Revenue Committee when the bill
was brought up, impact that the change in the retail credit
would have on the Highway Trust Fu nd . I t was debated but
determined by both, I think, the proponents and the opponents as
well as the committee that it could be worked out. I t h i n k
Senator Warner's amendment is clearly just that, so I would urge

PRESIDENT: T h ank you. Senator Warner, did you wish to close on

SENATOR WARNER: O nly to say, Nr. President, if there i s a
problem about the amendment, I am perfectly...if it becomes
controversial, I will be perfectly willing to have it go to the
bill rather than the committee amendment. I think it just was
drafted that way, but if it is noncontroversial, well, I w ould
just move its adoption.

P RESIDENT: Fi ne , tha n k y ou . The question is the adoption of
the Warner amendment to the committee amendments. All those in
favor vote aye, opposed nay. R ecord, Nr . C le r k , pl e a s e .

C LERK: 26 eye s, 0 na y s , N r . Pr e s i d ent , on adoption of Senator
Warner's amendment to the committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: The Warner amendment to the committee amendments is
adopted. While the Legislature is in session and capable of
transacting business, I propose to sign and do sign L R 396 a n d
LR 397 . We are back to the committee amendments. Senator

your amendment?
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